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Howard and Dana Scott now have a treehouse to honor their son, Tyler, who died recently from cancer. Neighborhood children are 7 | e e i R
already using the treshouse that was built by friends of the family.

A HOUSE IN THE TREES: Tyler Scott will never get to |
enjoy his new treehouse, but his family and friends will. A e
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TYLER SCOTT IS GONE, BUT HIS FINAL WISH IS FULFILLED

Friends build structure that
the 5-year-old brain cancer
victim would have loved

BY LINDSAY POLLARD
Ipollard@charlottechserver.com

Howard and Dana Scott’s sons have de-
veloped their own identities.

Chase, at 9, is the most strait-laced and
rules-oriented.

Bryce is 7. Howard calls him Mr. Confi-
dence because Bryce says he’s the best at
anything,

Aiden is the baby. He’s 3 and a fun-
loving, good-natured kid.

And Tyler?

He was a ladies’ man. And a charmer.
And a “worker man.”

He was an angel.

OnFeb. 8, Tyler Scott died of brain stem
glioma, a juvenile cancer. Before the
5-year-old died, his parents asked him
what he wanted once he left the hospital.
He asked for a treehouse.

This Saturday, Tyler will get his wish.
His family will dedicate a 230-square-foot
treehouse to Tyler. It’s in the Scotts’ back-
yard and will be open to kids in their
SouthPark neighborhood.

The trechouse will have bunk beds,
light fixtures, a television and video
games.

Howard and Dana said it’s a fitting trib-
ute for Tyler, who loved to build and fix
asked for only tools,

Tyler also liked doing yardwork. Neigh-
bors said he'd help rake and blow leaves -
more than their own children.

Tyler was diagnosed Jan. 30. His parents
said they didn’t recognize the symptoms,
but he couldn’t grasp anything with his
hand. After days of tests, doctors found
Tyler’s brain tumor.

Dana said the disease was very aggres-
sive. Her son became very sick during the
next 10 days. He was treated at Carolinas
Medical Center before he went to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis,
Tenn. Dana and Howard brought him
back to Charlette so his brothers could say
goodbye.

“Selfishly, you want your children to
live forever,” Howard said. “But we're glad
he went quickly so he didn’t have to suf-
fel_-!’

‘While Tyler was at Carolinas Medical
Center, family friend Rick Norvell lent Ty-
ler a book on treehouses. Norvell owns
Absolute Remodeling Inc. Tyler picked
his favorite, and a crew set out to build Ty-
ler’s treehouse.

All the labor and supplies were de-
nated.

Norvell and his crew worked on the
treehouse on weekends. Strangers also

have helped. s
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Lowe’s and RR Donnelly supplied the
Iumber. A former employee of Norvell’s
drove from Asheville each weekend to
help.

Howard and Dana want to help others
the way people have supported them.
They've started a nonprofit, Tyler’s Tree-
house, with the help of another friend
Brett Sovine. He is an attorney who'’s do-
ing pro bono work for the foundation.

Tyler's Treehouse will raise money for
brain stem glioma research; it'll also bene-
fit local organizations in which Tyler

would have been involved. The founda-
tion’s first project: building dugouts for'

Park Sharon’s baseball league. Tyler
would've played this season.

Sovine tearfully said Tyler was some-
one who touched lives. About 450 people
attended his funeral. “T just sat there and
looked around thinking, T wonder how
many people would be at my funeral.’ ”

Sovine said the neighborheod kids can’t
wait to play in the treehouse, but they’d
trade it to have Tyler back.

The Scotts agree.

Howard said his boys miss their

brother, though Aiden can't really grasp

:what happened.

.., “All he knows is that Tyler is up in heav~

v Treehouse 1s an apt remembrance

COURTESY OF THE SCOTT FAMILY
Family friend Rick Norvell and his crew from Absolute Remodeling Inc. built the treehouse in the Scotts’ backyard.

en with baby Jesus,” Howard said.

Sovine, Norvell and other friends recall
good times with Tyler. Dana said it’s a
comfort to have people remember him.

“He was taken from us for areason. I be-
lieve it was to help people,” Howard said.
“He may not have been able to do it as one
person, but as a spirit, through his founda-
tion, he’s going to help alot of people.”

For more information on the Scotts’
foundation, go to www.iylerstree-
house.org.



